FACT SHEET

IMPACT OF CHILD WELFARE SERVICES VETO ON
VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

The Governor’s line item veto to Child Welfare Services:

· Reduces funding by $124 million ($90 million in State General Fund and $34 million in Federal Financial Participation) –  a 10% cut to an already woefully underfunded program.


· Cuts 57 individual services and programs in child welfare. This erodes the reach and impact of social workers, programs and services that protect and support 75,000 children in foster care.  A “dirty dozen” examples of the Governor’s cuts include:  

1. Emergency Response/Direct Services to Children and Families – eliminates 755 positions, cutting the number of social workers who on a daily basis ensure the safety of children in foster care and prevent further abuse and neglect. Social workers are already forced to manage caseloads more than double those recommended by the state’s own study from 8 years ago. 

What the staff cut means for children and families statewide:
· Delayed investigation of abuse and neglect, leaving as many as 143,000 children in potentially life-threatening situations.

· Reduced funds for Family Maintenance services – leaving up to 26,400 families without essential services such as parenting skills and drug treatment that keep children safe with their families and preventing removal into the foster care system at far greater costs to the state.

· An inability to reunify as many as 20,400 children with their families or to provide Permanent Placement services to 40,700 children, meaning more children in long-term foster care and fewer foster children adopted into loving homes.
2. Registered Sex Offender and Other Background Checks – reduces the ability to determine if a child is being placed in a safe home with people who do not have a criminal history and possibly places children in potentially life-threatening situations.
3. Caseworker and Group Home Monthly Visits – reduces visits to children in foster care, impacting a critical element in monitoring their safety and well-being.  
4. Health Services for Children in Foster Care – reduces the ability to ensure that foster children receive needed health and mental health services.
5. Child Relationships – reduces the ability to place children with their siblings and furthers the trauma of removal and foster care.
6. Relative Search and Engagement – reduces the ability to locate and place children with relatives. Research has shown that children placed with relatives are less likely to re-enter foster care and more likely to experience a safe and stable placement.
7. Family Case Planning Meetings – reduces the ability to ensure children are safely reunified with their families and remain out of the foster care system. 
8. Foster Parent Training and Recruitment – reduces the ability to find and train individuals who can care for foster children. 
9. Independent Living Programs - reduces services to help 5,000 older foster youth develop the skills needed to successfully transition out of care at age 18 each year. 
10. Personalized Transition Plans – reduces the ability to comply with the recent federal mandate requiring California to provide a plan for foster youth that will prevent homelessness and ensure their safety when leaving care at age 18.
11. Transitional Housing for Foster Youth – reduces the ability to ensure a child leaving foster care has a safe place to live and is not left homeless and more prone to committing crimes and facing incarceration, resulting also in further prison overcrowding.
12. Statewide Standardized Training – reduces the ability to ensure a well-trained and responsive workforce that can adequately ensure the safety of children in care.

· Turns back the clock on recent progress to improve child welfare outcomes and sets the state up for federal penalties. While California has made progress in improving child welfare outcomes, the state still failed a recent federal performance review which indicated that the state must improve the stability and placement of children. The veto gives California virtually no chance to improve outcomes for children and avoid $80 million in federal penalties.
· Threatens effective prevention programs aimed at heading off abuse and neglect. Child abuse costs U.S. taxpayers approximately $103.8 billion every year. Children who experience child abuse, parents’ domestic violence and other adverse childhood experiences have higher adult rates of obesity, alcoholism, and depression; and of cancer, heart disease, and diabetes. 
Cuts to child welfare services are harmful to abused and neglected children and make the state’s already difficult situation worse. 
Reverse the Veto and Restore Child Welfare Funding Now!
